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PRESS RELEASE BY THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, HON. DON DUNSTAN, 
Q.C., M.P. 
17th Sept., 1969. 
South Australia's rights are being ignored over the 
Chowilla Dam and we are "being fobbed off by the most empty-
excuses over finance. The Commonwealth Government is able to 
provide the finance for the building of Chowilla and if it wishes 
to have an additional storage on the Upper River at Dartmouth, it 
could finance such a dam as well and this must be quite clear from 
recent actions of the Commonwealth. 
Immediately before the Senate elections in 1967, the 
Commonwealth Government suddenly found $68M. for Dam projects 
on the Ord River and in Northern Queensland. They did this 
despite the fact that the Premiers in June of that year had been 
told that there was no more money available for major construction 
works beyond what had been agreed at Loan Council. Currently 
they are financing other major works of water conservation in the 
eastern States. New South Wales did not agree to join in the 
Dartmouth project until it had obtained a $20M. grant (not a loan, 
a grant) towards the &4-5M. Cope ton Dam on the Gwydir River. It 
then agreed to spend $16M. for its contribution to the Dartmouth 
Dam, $QM. of which is an extended loan on cheap interest rates 
from the Commonwealth. Construction on the Copeton Dam will 
begin early in 197O. 
. w 
The Queensland Government has just announced that it 
has confidently approached the Commonwealth Government for aid for 
the W M . Bundaberg Irrigation Project and for the #35M. irrigation 
project in the Burdekin catchment. 
The Commonwealth is currently getting a very substan-
tial net return - millions per annum - from the Snowy River • 
project to which South Australians have contributed in taxes but 
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from which they derive no benefits. In the foreseeable 
future the net return to the Commonwealth from this will be 
&4-2M. per year. 
How can it be said that the Commonwealth will not 
have money to be able to finance over a number of years 
which it would take to construct them, both the Chowilla and 
Dartmouth projects which, if constructed to full cost, would 
not cost more than $120M. The Commonwealth is able to find 
substantial sums of money at short notice for Western Austra-
lia, Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria; gave substantial 
assistance to Tasmania for the Dennison River project only a 
short time ago, but can't find one brass razoo for South 
Australia. It's time we made it clear to than that we 
are not going to forego the rights so hard fought for by South 
Australians and the protections which the Chowilla Dam will 
give us. 
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